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NOT EVERYTHING IS CANCELED!!!!! 

The wildfires are subsiding and as the smoke dissipates, we are able to again focus on the future and to see more 
clearly what awaits us as a community. We have weathered this fire storm and as in the past, stood strong together 
through adversity and the changes it brings will be for the better. There is the gratitude of the entire region to be 
expressed to our first responders, those on the frontlines and all who contributed with an unending supply of support 
from them. Our own Police and Fire Departments kept us informed and protected as part of the Douglas County team. 
 
Teamwork has also been integral to all that has been accomplished here at the City of Sutherlin throughout the past 
year. The establishment of an Urban Renewal District will bring revitalization and economic growth to downtown. 
The dedication of Friends of Ford’s Pond in collaboration with the city, is creating an urban park for city dwellers to 
embrace nature. Sutherlin continues to grow and make improvements that meet the needs of its citizens. 
 
As we look to the future, we can anticipate a return to celebrating some of the long standing traditions that have 
shaped us as a community. To signal the upcoming holiday season will be the lighting of the new 50 foot Christmas 
Tree in Central Park, illuminating the way with hope renewed, to a new year. 

 

On November 3, 2020, the general election will be held 
for the entire country.  A day when citizens exercise 
their right to vote, a revered responsibility of a 
democracy.  It will also be the day of a local election 
with candidates for the mayor of Sutherlin and city 
council members.  Prior to the election of local officials, 
potential candidates are taken through the process of 
filing by Diane Harris, City Recorder and Elections 
Officer for the City of Sutherlin.  She ensures that they 
have complied with all of the county requirements and 
with that confirmed, they are officially included on the 
ballot.  She is also the ongoing resource person for the 
successful candidates as they transition into their new 
roles and take on the responsibilities associated with 
being a council member.  A workshop will be scheduled 

 
 

City Hall Hours and Operations:  Lobby is open to the public M-F 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  We close early to allow 
for proper sanitation.  You can also reach us by phone at 541-459-2856.  We currently can only allow one 
person in our lobby at a time due to COVID-19 restrictions and all patrons must wear a mask. 
 
Community Development:  Open for all of your planning and building needs.  Their hours are M-F 9 a.m. to   
4 p.m. and closed for lunch from 12:30-1:30.  Call 541-459-2856 to make an appointment to meet with staff 
or if immediate assistance is needed, call and they will be happy to meet you around the back of City Hall. 

A Message from Mayor McKnight . . . 

November is Election Time!! 

in the near future for the candidates to be given a full 
range and understanding of the workings of the 
municipal government.  After the mail-in ballots are 
received, there is a canvassing of votes and a resolution 
is presented to council to adopt the results.  The winners 
are declared at the first City Council meeting in January 
with a swearing in of new councilors.  In the event of an 
unopposed candidate, he/she is given the seat as 
mandated by the city charter.  In the words of Diane 
Harris, “elections inspire growth in a positive 
direction.” 
 

Also in November - 
The 27th & 28th is ODFW Free Fishing Weekend @ 

Cooper Creek.  Bring the family and enjoy! 



 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
                     

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Community  
Christmas Tree Lighting Event 

Sunday, December 6th  
The tradition of the Christmas Tree Lighting in Central 
Park will be highlighted this year with the wonder of a 50 
foot tree created by Adam Sarnoski of Cooper Creek 
Creative.  Last year he captured the spirit of the season 
with a trio of trees and now his creativity and design has 
grown to bring strings of thousands of lights to new 
heights, lighting the way to the holiday.  “Each project is   
 
 

 
 

The Sutherlin Office of Emergency Management offers 
a myriad of services to assist the community in times of 
disaster.  Central to the overall response is emergency 
preparedness.  Just as the recent wildfires have shown us, 
it is critical to have a system set up, in place, and ready to 
respond when natural disasters bring down the 
conveniences that we depend on in everyday life. The 
basic principles of preparedness apply for any emergency 
or preparing for a change in seasons that will bring the 
challenges of inclement weather.  Sutherlin’s Emergency 
Management staff have been a constant and reliable 
source of updated information through social media or on 
site.  One of the most important elements is 
‘Neighborhood Disaster Readiness’ and Dennis Riggs is a 
proponent of the ‘Map Your Neighborhood’ program that 
creates a network of neighbors.  
 
Steps to prepare: 
• Stock your food pantry (2-week’s worth) 
• 2-week supply of water (1 gallon per person) 
• Fill prescriptions and have hygiene items on hand 
• Check/Install smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 
• Tools (i.e. wrench, pliers, shovel, etc.) 
• Prepare for power outages 
• Make a family communication plan 
• Prepare your yard (i.e. trim trees/branches, etc.) 
• Seal windows and doors 
• Build an  

emergency kit 
• Protect water  

pipes 
• Ready your car 
• Stay informed 
 
For more information on disaster preparedness, go to the 
city’s website at: www.cityofsutherlin.com then select 
Departments then Emergency Operations Center 

 

Holiday Festivities in December 

Emergency/Inclement Weather Preparedness 

City Wide Emergency Management Meeting 
‘Map Your Neighborhood’ 

 
This is an opportunity to learn the benefits of the ‘Map 
Your Neighborhood’ program and make a connection 
with your community.  The goal of the program is to 
establish relationships with your neighbors and a network 
for emergency preparedness.  Learn the skills that will 
maximize your ability to act in an emergency and work 
as a team to minimize the damage to life and property.  
Included in the materials provided by the Emergency 
Manager, are the 9 steps to immediately follow when a 
disaster strikes.  These are explained in detail from 
knowing the location of your neighborhood gathering 
site, a place where information can be exchanged, dealing 
with a power outage, lists of necessary equipment, and 
how to establish a communication network whether it be 
in a rural setting or apartment dweller.  Become a 
volunteer and protect your neighborhood!  “In a disaster, 
your most immediate source of help are the neighbors 
around you.” 
 

This meeting will be facilitated by City of Sutherlin’s 
Emergency Manager, Dennis Riggs - Friday, September, 
25, 2020 from 6:30– 7:30 p.m. at Central Park. 
 
 

different and I like to go big”, Adam Sarnoski.  This 
project began a year ago in collaboration with Seth 
Vincent of Northstar Fabrication and Machine, Inc., of 
Sutherlin.  They provide the metal work and contribute 
to the design.  Just as the North Star is an anchor in the 
northern sky glowing brightly to guide the way, this tree 
will stand tall for all to see, erected on solid ground in 
the center of the city, a symbol of inspiration and hope. 

Also in December – 
The 19th is the annual Timber Town Toyland 

Parade down Central Avenue. 

Emergency Manager, Dennis Riggs 
111 S Umpqua St. 

Mail: 126 E Central Ave. 
Sutherlin, OR  97479 

(541) 459-3387 
Email: emergency.prep@ci.sutherlin.or.us 
Facebook @ Sutherlin Oregon Office of 

Emergency Management 

Since Snowmaggedon, the City of Sutherlin has set in 
place a new and improved Emergency Response 
Infrastructure.  An upgraded communications system 
along with enhanced power back-up to supply City Hall 
and the Community Center have been installed.  A 
secondary Emergency Operations Center (EOC) has been 
established at Family Church and they’re also equipped 
with a back-up power supply.  City Hall is in the process 
of remodeling the EOC and emergency software has been 
upgraded.  Communication has been established with 
various local groups to provide assistance in the event of 
a disaster. 
 

http://www.cityofsutherlin.com/
mailto:emergency.prep@ci.sutherlin.or.us

